
We often think of Thomas through the lens of one moment—the day when he 
refused to believe Jesus had risen from the dead. But is that fair? His life was 
much more than that moment. What if John is actually using Thomas’s story of 
doubt to call people to belief? 

• Think for a moment—no matter how hard it might be—of 
the very worst, most embarrassing moment you ever had. 
What was it? Would it be fair for your entire life to be 
judged by that one moment? Why or why not?

• Only in John’s gospel do we hear Thomas speak (John 
11:16; 14:5; 20:25, 28). Based on these verses, how would 
you characterize his attitude?

• During the resurrection day events of John 20, how do you 
hear Thomas’s words in verse 25? Can you sympathize with 
his doubt? Why or why not?

• Immediately after Thomas’s statement of faith in Jesus 
(John 20:28), John tells us that his purpose for writing was 
to call people to belief. What about that timing might be 
helpful in understanding John’s strategy?

As you consider the brokenness of people around you (and 
yourself), how can Thomas’s story change the way you weigh 
the bad moments in your life, and that of others? Consider 
someone you recently judged too quickly or harshly and how 
God might be calling you to more compassion.

“Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence 
of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have 
been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name” 
(John 20:30–31 NASB).

COMMIT TO MEMORY

Father, I thank You that You are a God of compassion and forgive-
ness. Thank You for the way we can experience that compassion 
every day—and thank You most of all for the way Your compassion is 
evidenced in the cross of Jesus. I praise You for Your mercy.. Amen.
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