
“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever” (Isaiah 40:8).

Have you noticed how the Bible talks about the Word of God? Sometimes it’s 
referring to a Person (John 1:1–3, 14). Sometimes it’s the good news about that 
Person (Acts 6:7). Sometimes it refers to the way God speaks provision into 
our lives (Luke 4:4; Deuteronomy 8:3), and sometimes it’s a reference to the way 
prophets quoted what they heard God say (1 Chronicles 17:3; Hebrews 1:1–3). Yet, 
it’s more common to think about the Word of God as the Bible and not keep in 
mind what the Bible itself says about the Word. Let’s take a closer look. 

  

• The NIV translates Romans 10:17, “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word about Christ.” The NKJV says, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” The different wordings reflect differences in ancient manuscript evidence.  
See how reading the context shows how both could be true (Romans 9:30–10:17).

• In Paul’s letter to the Colossians, he urges his readers to let the word of Christ live in them richly (3:16–17).  
In the context of Colossians 3:1–17, what clues can you find to explain what “word” this text of inspired  
Scripture is referring to? 

• Compare Jesus’s words, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth 
of God” (Matthew 4:4) with the text he quoted from Deuteronomy 8:3.  
What “word” are Jesus and Moses both referring to? 

• Hebrews 4:12 tells us that the word of God is living, powerful, and sharper than a two-edged sword.  
Can you tell from the text what “word of God” is in view (Hebrews 4:12–13)?  
What overlaps do you find with the opening words of this letter (Hebrews 1:1–3) and Revelation 1:12–16? 

• Compare 1 Peter 1:22–25 with the text of Isaiah 40:1–8. What background does Isaiah give to Peter’s word 
and good news of and about Christ?

• In summary, how would you describe the relationship between the written and living Word?  
Are they the same? How and why do the two point to one another?
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Take note of the many ways all Scripture points beyond itself, 
forward and backward to Christ, and to our need of Him— 
His example, rescue, forgiveness, Spirit, Father, and  
everlasting life. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through 
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 

has been made. . . . The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” 

(John 1:1–3, 14). 

COMMIT TO MEMORY

Father, thank You for the Scriptures that tell the story of Your Son, 
who by His life, death, resurrection, and Spirit reveals Your heart and 
our need of You.  Amen.

PRAYER

CHALLENGE
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