
We make plans in life—with maps and compasses and exact calculations.  
But what happens when a storm hits, washing our map and compass overboard 
and sending us off in an unplanned direction? A shipwreck is what happens.  
Shipwrecks pull us away from our plans and force us to depend on God in  
new ways.  
 
In Acts 27–28, we find Paul surviving a shipwreck of great proportions.  
In his survival, we discover many principles that can help us navigate our  
own shipwrecks.

• Read Acts 27 and 28. Identify the travelers, the planned 
journey, and the actual journey. How must the different 
travelers have felt as the journey progressed? How did God 
reveal Himself throughout the twists and turns? 

• Read Acts 27:13–20 again for a descriptive account of 
the great storm. Describe the turn of events in your own 
words. What happened, and how did the various characters 
respond?

• In Acts 27:21–26, we see Paul deliver a message and  
challenge to those on the boat. What do you think the  
other sailors’ response may have been? How would you 
have felt if you were in their shoes?

• Now read Acts 9; 18:9–10; 23:11. What do you learn about 
Paul in these passages? How might these historical events 
have impacted how he reacted in this crisis?

Reflect on a time when your plans didn’t turn out, a time  
when you felt “shipwrecked.” How did you respond?  
Did you struggle against the storm or surrender the situation 
to God? The next time you find yourself thrown overboard by 
life, remember that you are never alone. God has control over 
everything. 

“Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I 
serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid’ ”  

(Acts 27:23–24).

COMMIT TO MEMORY

Father, Your ways are higher and greater than my ways. Help me to 
recognize shipwrecks as opportunities to release my plans to You 
for Your greater work. Although life does not always go as I plan, 
help me to trust that You are always in control and will walk with me 
through the storms.  In Jesus’s name, Amen.
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