
When we experience difficulties, we often seek to blame others for our  
misfortunes. This gut reaction may seem like the natural thing to do, but God 
calls us to a much different response. He asks us, instead, to dispense grace! 
Jesus is the ultimate example of this and provides several examples for us to 
explore in this series from Discover the Word.

• We would probably all agree that dispensing God’s grace is a good idea, but how do we do that with those 
who are not like us? Take, for example, Luke 7:36–39. Put yourself in the shoes of the Pharisee.  
How would Jesus have wanted him to react in this situation?

• Do we, as followers of Christ, spend more time focusing on truth or grace? Read John 4:9–15.  
Did Jesus focus on truth or grace? What do you think was His goal in this conversation?

• Think for a moment of people who take advantage of others. We would label them as oppressors.  
Do we usually engage such persons with love and grace? What can we learn from Jesus in Luke 19:1–9?

• Our society is big on pointing the finger and wanting to know who is responsible for a tragedy.  
Sometimes we even ask, “Where is God when it hurts?” But Jesus responded differently to catastrophic 
events. What do we learn about God’s grace and where our focus should be from Luke 13:1–5?

• Read John 9:1–7. How does Jesus’s response  to a man born blind help us realize God’s grace dispensed  
in our moments of suffering and pain?

THIS WEEK’S DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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Philip Yancey wrote a book titled “Where is God When It Hurts.” It’s a question we ask in 
many circumstances. Is it possible to turn that question around to focus more on grace 

than blame? Pull up a chair to see the many ways God dispenses grace and how we can 
do the same.

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort,  who comforts 
us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 

with the comfort we ourselves receive from God”  
(2 Corinthians 1:3–4).

COMMIT TO MEMORY

God, Your grace is amazing. You have extended forgiveness to those 
most of us would never want to come in contact with. Help me to 
understand why grace is for everyone who will simply come to You 

and ask. Help me to be a grace dispenser and not a grace  
withholder. Amen.

PRAYER

CHALLENGE
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