
The silent, behind-the-scenes figure in the Christmas story is Joseph of  
Nazareth. Though Scripture never records his words, his response to the  
challenges and wonder of the birth of Jesus speak volumes about his heart  
for God and devotion to the responsibilities of serving as the earthly father for 
God’s Son. As we consider Joseph’s heart and example, we can discover new 
perspective for what it means to truly embrace the Christ of Christmas.

• The genealogies of the Bible are not usually the passages 
of Scripture we turn to for inspiration. But in Matthew 1 
we find a genealogy packed with important details about 
Jesus’s ancestors and His own identity. What stands out  
to you about His family tree?

• Read Matthew 1:18–19. When Joseph learned of Mary’s 
pregnancy, his heart must have broken. How does Joseph’s 
response to Mary’s news show compassion and mercy rather 
than judgment or condemnation? What can we learn from his 
response when faced with the unexpected? 

• In Matthew 1:20–21, an angel appears to Joseph and gives 
him a very important message. How can Scripture and the Holy 
Spirit provide for us the comfort and encouragement Joseph 
received from the angel who visited him?

• Matthew 1:22 tells us that Immanuel means “God with us.” 
What does this name tell us about Jesus’s identity?  
His mission? His accessibility to us even today?

It’s so easy to overlook Joseph in the Christmas story, yet his 
heart reveals the heart of the heavenly Father and His care and 
concern for His children. As we explore Joseph’s perspective 
of the Christmas story, try putting yourself in Joseph’s shoes. 
Imagine what it would be like to be given the responsibility 
of raising the Son of God as your son. How does this exercise 
provide a new perspective on the Christmas story? 

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and 

they will call him Immanuel”(which means “God with us”)  
(Matthew 1:22). 

COMMIT TO MEMORY

Thank You, Father, for the joy and hope that the Christmas season 
brings—joy because the Christ has come and hope because He 
came to save us from our sins. Words of thanks can never fully  
express the eternal gratitude we have for this amazing gift.  
Thank You, Father. Amen.
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