
When Jesus called His first disciples and others to follow Him, He used a  
pattern of both calling people to certain things as well as calling them from 
certain things. In this ten-day series, “Calling: To and From,” we’re digging into 
both directions of responding to Jesus’s invitation.  
 
In part one, we’ll look at what Jesus is calling us to: to come, to follow, to see, 
to find, and ultimately, to Himself. Though each “to” might be seen as an  
individual action, we’ll discover that the call to Jesus is a layered response that 
continues throughout our lifetimes as disciples. 

  

• In Matthew 4:18–20 and Mark 1:16–20, Jesus calls His first 
disciples, telling them to “come.” Who is it that Jesus calls? 

• John 1:35–51 gives a fuller picture of how these men knew 
Jesus. What do you learn from this background?

• Jesus also calls us to follow, which includes the concept of  
imitating Jesus as our leader. How is Jesus asking you to 
follow Him today?

• Read John 1:35–51 again and focus on Jesus calling the  
disciples to see. Why was that important? (See John 1:51.)

• Reread the Matthew and Mark passages as well as Luke 
5:1–11. What does Jesus call His disciples to do after they 
come, follow, and see?

It’s easy to think that the call of Jesus on our lives is  
one-faceted when, in fact, it layers through our lifetime.  
Spend some time considering Jesus’s call “to” in your life:  
to come, to follow, to see, to find, and to Jesus Himself.  
How do those layers build?

 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “ 
and I will send you out to fish for people”  

(Matthew 4:19).

COMMIT TO MEMORY

Thank You for calling me to You, Jesus. May I continue to come, 
follow, see, and find You every day. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 

PRAYER
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In the Gospels, Jesus called His disciples and others to follow Him and leave  
certain things behind. In this ten-day series, “Calling: To and From,” we’re  
taking an in-depth look at what this really means. In Part 1, we looked at what 
Jesus calls us to: to come, to follow, to see, to find, and ultimately, to Himself.  
 
In Part 2, we’ll consider what we might be called “from”—what we might need 
to leave—in order to respond. Maybe it’s an old way of living, self-sufficiency, 
people dependency, or other excuses. Find out what you need to leave behind 
in your life so you can fully follow Jesus.  

• Read Matthew 4:19–20 and Mark 1:16–20.  
What are the disciples called to leave in these verses?

• Read Luke 18:18–23. Jesus calls the rich young ruler to 
leave his wealth. What is the point Jesus is making about 
what the man needs to leave in order to respond to Jesus? 
How does this impact you?

• In Mark 1:19, Jesus calls James and John to leave their  
father in order to respond to His call. Why is that  
important? What does this mean for our relationships?  
(See also Luke 9:57–62 and Luke 14:25–26.)

• What did the fishermen leave to follow Jesus in Luke 
5:10–11? What did Levi (Matthew) leave in Luke 5:27–32? 
What must we leave in order to fully follow Jesus?

• Read Luke 18:29–30. What does Jesus indicate will happen 
for those who leave everything to follow Him? 

The old hymn lyrics, “I have decided to follow Jesus” include  
a “no turning back” phrase. Consider what calls you back  
instead of forward and how you might need to leave that  
person or thing in order to fully follow Jesus.

 “Without delay he called them, and they left their father  
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him”  

(Mark 1:20). 

 

COMMIT TO MEMORY

Dear Jesus, help me be willing to leave whatever in order to follow 
You wherever. In Your name, Amen.

PRAYER
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