
Imagine darkness settling in on the worst day of your life. You’ve been falsely 
accused, publicly humiliated, and sentenced to pay the price for a crime you 
didn’t commit. To add insult to injury, you are subject to the ridicule of two 
people who are in fact guilty of crimes. These are the circumstances surrounding 
Jesus when He took on Calvary for our sins. As death drew near, one of the men 
recognized Jesus as the Messiah and asked to be remembered in heaven while 
the other hurled insults at Him.

• How do you define faith? Reflect on the faith of the dying 
criminal that enabled him to declare trust in the unseen 
kingdom of the man dying on the cross next to his.  
What makes this faith so profound?

• Both criminals initially responded to Jesus with mockery 
and harsh words. What might have changed the mind  
of the thief who eventually declared trust in Jesus?

• How does the criminal who recognized Jesus as the  
Messiah offer a window of hope? How might it help us  
view those we love who do not yet know the Savior?

• In the church today, we hear much about the kingdom of 
God. What is this kingdom all about, and why should it be 
important to us as followers of Jesus?

While none of us will suffer on Calvary as Jesus did, we will go 
through trials and tribulations. How do we prepare to respond 
with faith in God when suffering visits our life or the lives of 
those we know and love?

And he was saying,  
“Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!”  

And He said to him, “Truly I say to you,  
today you shall be with Me in Paradise”  

(Luke 23:42–43 NASB). 

COMMIT TO MEMORY

Father, as Jesus was being crucified, He prayed for those around 
Him—showing great trust and confidence in Your purposes.  
Help me to trust You as well, especially in the seasons of suffering 
that could harden my heart. Allow me to always recognize You for 
who You are. And let my faith in You be unwavering. Draw me close 
with Your sustaining grace, and strengthen my weary heart when life 
is hard. Amen.
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