
Do you remember wondering whether or not someone really loved you?  
About twenty years after Jesus left this earth, the apostle Paul wrote a letter  
to followers of Christ in the Greek city of Corinth. In ancient times, Corinth  
was known for its temple to Aphrodite, the goddess of love. Today, as we take  
a closer look at the Corinthian followers of Jesus, we can learn from their  
struggles, especially when it comes to accepting God’s love and expressing  
it to others.

• In Paul’s description of love (1 Corinthians 13:4–7), what 
do all of the characteristics have in common? Do you find 
anything that surprises you or that would have surprised 
Paul’s Corinthian readers? If so, why? If not, is the thirteenth 
chapter of Corinthians important?

• How much of what Paul describes in this passage did Jesus 
personify? Do you see any exceptions?

• Why do you think Paul waited so long in his letter to  
describe this kind of love, rather than addressing the topic 
at the beginning of his letter? Does it help us to read 
through all of the ways gifted, knowledgeable followers  
of Jesus were acting childish and self-centered?

• After reading Paul’s description of love and thinking about 
how Jesus personified it, to what extent do you think this 
is also the way God loves us?

• Think about the word love the way Paul did—as a verb.  
What does “love” do?

Pay attention to the relational tensions in your home, worksite, 
or place of worship. Imagine the author of 1 Corinthians 13 
walking into those spaces and showing you what the love  
of Christ does—rather than who’s right and who’s wrong.

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 
is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it 

is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres”  
(1 Corinthians 13:4–7 NIV).

COMMIT TO MEMORY

Father, thank You for this moment of insight. Thank You for being  
so patient, so kind, and so ready to forgive and renew us. Help us 
fall into love again—with You and one another—because You first 
loved us and led us into this moment of wanting to be true to You. 
Amen.
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