
The challenges and strengths of real friendship in Christ bring both privileges 
and responsibilities. In the second half of Paul’s short letter to his friend  
Philemon, we see him valuing those privileges, yet not shrinking from the  
responsibilities—revealing insights on biblical friendship that can help us as well.

• Read Philemon 1:10–25. How does Paul describe his  
friendship with Onesimus?

• It has been said that the average person only makes five deep 
friendships in a lifetime. What is the nature of that kind of 
friendship? Why do we value it so much when we have it?  
Why do we sense great loss when it is gone?

• Who was Onesimus and how had his choices invaded Paul’s 
friendship with Philemon? Having expressed how he valued 
Philemon, how did Paul describe his heart for Onesimus?

• We tend to avoid confrontation instead of embracing it.  
But is there a time to confront—especially in protection of the 
weak and powerless? And when we do, how could that  
confrontation serve the powerful, as well as, the weak?

Serious friendship is both costly and risky. Are there ways  
you have been too cautious about entering into these 
life-changing relationships? Are there ways you have taken  
too many risks? Ask God for the wisdom (James 1:5) to help 
you find a healthy balance as you lean into relationship with 
others.

“‘A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity” 
(Proverbs 17:17 NASB).

Faithful Friend, in my worst moments, I am too quick to withdraw 
from others. Continue to reveal to me the beauty of proper  
friendships, and give me the courage to fully engage the  
relationships that can be part of your work of spiritual development 
in my heart—and theirs. Amen.
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