
 
Have you thought about what the suffering of Job contributes to the bigger 
story of the Bible? Author Tim Keller acknowledges that while Job is no Jesus, 
Jesus turns out to be “the true and better Job, the truly innocent sufferer,  
who then intercedes for and saves his stupid friends.”

There’s more than a smile here. In the big story of Job and Jesus, there are  
parallels and insights that can offer help and perspective to us in our struggles.

• What’s Job thinking when in the middle of his suffering  
he suddenly and mysteriously announces that he knows 
 he has a redeemer, and in the end after his flesh is  
destroyed, he will in the flesh, see his God on the earth? 
(See Job 19:21–27). Certainly Job has no personal  
knowledge about Jesus.

• What can we learn about our own struggles when we 
discover that neither Job nor Jesus were suffering for the 
consequences of their own wrongs? (Job 1–2; John 8:46;  
2 Corinthians 5:21).

• If God allowed Satan to test the heart of both Job and 
Jesus, could the God who loves us be allowing that same 
spiritual enemy to be testing us? (Matthew 4:1–11;  
Ephesians 6:12).

• If the story and troubles of Job end up pointing us to Jesus, 
is it possible that the unquestionably terrible things that 
have happened to us might awaken us to a result far better 
than Job or we could imagine? (Romans 8:14–24).

While knowing all too well that some of our troubles help us 
see our need for forgiveness, let’s see if the story of Job and 
Jesus can help us trust and wait for our God—in the darkness 
where we have no answers and can see no purpose.

As [Jesus] went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His  
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his  

parents, that he was born blind?” “Neither this man nor his  
parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the 

works of God might be displayed in him.”  
(John 9:1–3 NIV).

Father, we long for answers so that we can at least understand. It’s 
so hard for us to believe that the reasons you withhold are better 
than our questions. Please help us to learn from the story of Job 
and Jesus to believe that this is our moment to trust you. Help us 
to know deep within our hearts that—as you did not abandon Job 
to his despair nor your Son to the grave—you will never leave us or 
forsake us. Amen
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